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From the Principal’s Desk……

Dear Alumni,        

My name is Margaret Tyndall, principal of

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic

Academy of Brooklyn for the past four years,

however, I have been a part of this faculty for

the past fourteen years. What a privilege this

is for me just to say these words. Being the

principal and working in such a diverse school

and community gives me the opportunity to

learn so much about the present community and the people that were

here before. One of the major lessons I learned is the loyalty that

existed between the people in the community for both the church and

school. We need this kind of loyalty to return to our school, and we

need the support of our alumni to make this happen. OLPH Catholic

Academy has high moral, spiritual and academic expectations for our

students. Our student’s engagement in academics exceeds the five

major subjects of Religion, English, Mathematics, Science and Social

Studies. Students also take part in Stem, Theatre, Art, Music,

Spanish, Physical Education and Computer classes. When they

graduate from this institution, they are well rounded and ready for

high school. Our students are accepted to some of the best Catholic and

Public schools in New York City including Regis catholic H/S and

Brooklyn Technical H/S. Please reconnect to this wonderful institution

by donating to the school and if you cannot please keep us in your

prayers as we continue doing God’s work.

Thank you and God Bless.

Margaret Tyndall
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Dear Alums:

I can’t tell you how happy we all are to 
welcome you to our first electronic newsletter! 
It’s just one of the ways that the OLPH 
community has been growing and modernizing 
in the four years since we’ve become an 
academy. Thanks to the hard work of a group 
of school dads, we have freshly painted 
classrooms and a new library space. Thanks to 
the work of a committee of board members, 

But it’s not just the building that is looking better. We have implemented a new math 
program that has markedly improved our state test scores. We are developing a 
companion program to teach parents how to better support their children’s learning 
at home, and the Diocese hopes to use this as a model for other schools as well. 
Professional development for teachers and administrators has increased, and helped 
the faculty move to distance learning during the pandemic smoothly and efficiently. In 
March of this year, both our overall academic program and our STEM learning were 
accredited by Cognia, a national non-profit educational organization that was chosen 
by the Diocese of Brooklyn to replace the Middle States Association as the primary 
accreditor of their schools.

This week, we are having our first (and we hope only) virtual graduation ceremonies. 
It is a bittersweet occasion: we are so proud of the achievements of our graduates, but 
we cannot celebrate them in person as a community. They have persevered through 
many difficulties in the past few months, taking on extra responsibilities to help their 
worried parents, unable to be with their friends, keeping up with their schoolwork, 
and struggling to understand why so many in our community suffer from economic 
disadvantage, limited access to healthcare, injustice, and bigotry. In the long history of 
OLPH, this is not the first class to graduate into an uncertain world. But we are 
confident that the solid foundation of knowledge and the values of faith and 
community that they have learned here at our school have prepared them just as well 
as we were once prepared to face the challenges of the future with courage and 
integrity, always under the protection of our Mother of Perpetual Help.

Ralph Nofi ‘66

we have new LED lighting throughout the school. Thanks to a grant obtained by our 
principal, we have a new science lab on the third floor. Thanks to the Diocese of 
Brooklyn, we have chromebooks for all our students. And thanks to all of you, whose 
gifts, large and small, have helped us fund these improvements!

A Note from the Chairman……
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Greetings Alumni!  

Welcome to our first edition of the Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help Elementary School Alumni 

Newsletter.  We hope you are well and safe.  We’d 

like to bring you these on a regular basis with your 

help.  Please spread the word about our Alumni list 

with your families, friends and classmates.  Sign-up 

can be done on the Academy web-site (olpcab.org).   

Once signed up,  you will be able to receive email 

updates as well as the newsletter.  We also ask that 

you help us in providing pictures, stories and 

updates.  This is for us to share as one OLPH family.

God Bless You!

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Pray for Us!
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Thomas Vega 

Class of 2020

Graduation celebration 

with is brother Timmy 

and his Mom, Kathleen 

Burgess-Vega

An OLPH Family through and through….
For a good number of us, we have relocated out of the OLPH parish, but for the Vega 

family, they are still life long parishioners residing on 55th Street.  Thomas Vega and his 

wife Kathleen Burgess-Vega have raised their three sons James, Timothy and Thomas in 

the neighborhood we all grew up in.  Tommy is the final graduate from this clan to walk 

out with a diploma from OLPH.  

During these challenging times, we have all faced various obstacles.  For the Vega 

family, they celebrated three virtual graduations.  In addition to Tommy, James 

graduated from St. John’s University and Timothy graduated from Xaverian.  We wish all 

three boys the best of luck in the future.

God Bless the Burgess-Vega clan for all that they do for the school and the parish!

Left to right:  James Vega ‘2012, Tom Vega ‘1983, Maureen Burgess-Dillon ‘1986, Kathleen 
Burgess-Vega ‘1979, Helen Burgess Poracky ‘1977, Timothy Vega ‘2016, Susan Burgess-Beale 

‘1981, Thomas Vega ‘2020, Susan McKenna-Burgess (seated) ‘1953
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Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and 
let perpetual light shine upon him.

May he rest in peace.

For picture/article submissions or for any questions/comments, please contact:
Mary Beth Brolly, Email address:  (mary@olphcab.org)
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Girls Class 6A

Graduating Class of 1956
Photo provided by

Joan Capell McKegney

James Brolly
Class of 1953


